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2018 Global Space Economy
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Satellite services: broadband,  satellite radio, managed services grew 12%,  7%, 7% respectively. Satellite 

TV,  transponder agreement sales decreased 3%, 4% respectively. Remote sensing imagery decreased 

6%. Ground equipment: network, GNSS grew 17%, 4% respectively. Consumer decreased 1%.
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2018 Satellite Industry Indicators



Satellites Key to $5T+ Across Economy
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Global satellite industry grew 3% in 2018, tracking worldwide

economic growth (3%) and U.S. growth (2.9%)
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• Growth in risk-tolerant 

investment seeking very high 

returns (10X – 100X)

• 2015 $2.5B, 2016 $3B, 2017 

$2.5B, 2018 $3.2B

• Investors

• Advocacy-oriented 

billionaires

• Venture capital firms

• Corporations

• Reported in Start-Up Space

Risk-tolerant Investment in New Ventures



23
start-up space 

companies have 

attracted 

investment from 

two or more of 

the most space-

focused VCs

Common Investments Among VCs



• Non-satellite markets 

still largely 

government-enabled

• High degree of 

business case 

uncertainty

• Multiple entrants per 

category of platform 

and vehicle

Increasing Interest in the LEO Economy
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